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PREDICT HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATORS TO BE MADE UNDER ‘SPOT AUTHORIZATION’ PLAN | 


Household electric refrigerators are said to be on the list of added items that WPB will permit to be 
7 made under the “spot authorization” procedure, in a series of moves that observers expect WPB to make 
sher within the next two weeks. 


Under the “spot authorization” procedure, WPB field offices may grant permission for production of 
items for civilian consumption to companies who can demonstrate that they have machinery and labor not 
ssic @ needed for war work. 


meer: It is not considered likely that many of the major producers of household electric refrigerators 
ag would be enabled to get into production on refrigerators, since most of them are heavily involved in war 
production. 


The expansion of the “spot authorization” plan is interpreted by some observers as an indication 
F: that the European war may last into the spring, and that more emphasis will be placed on the “spot” idea 


g in reconversion plans, rather than the idea of reconversion for a whole industry on a single day. 


q CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ACID PLANTS MAY EASE ‘FREON’ SITUATION NEXT YEAR 


Shortage of anhydrous hydrofluoric acid, used in the manufacture of “Freon-12” and aviation gaso- 
line, will be eased next February when new facilities recently authorized come into production, officials of 


; the War Production Board told the Hydrofluoric Acid Producers Industry Advisory Committee at a recent 
7 meeting. 

a 

3 Plant breakdowns and other production complications have prevented the eight plants now in operation 


from keeping pace with the expanding military demands for hydrofluoric acid, WPB said. The inferior 
quality of fluorspar being mined now also handicaps the acid producers, according to WPB. 


x Completion of the two new plants should bring production up to about 9,500 tons a quarter, “ample 

€ to take care of military and essential civilian needs,” said WPB. Third quarter production was 6,400 tons 
while fourth quarter estimates are between 7,000 and 7,500 tons. Requirements for this fourth quarter, 
however, are 8,500 tons. 


\ The recently authorized expansion of the industry includes a $700,000 plant at Baton Rouge, La., 


with an annual capacity of 6,000 tons, and a $485,000 expansion project at the Houston, Tex., plant of 
Nyotex Chemical Co. to increase its capacity to 3,900 tons annually. 


AIR CONDITIONING COUNCIL OF WESTERN NEW YORK JOINS INDOOR CLIMATE INSTITUTE 


The Air Conditioning Council of Western New York will become the first local chapter of the Indoor 
Climate Institute, and following the formal induction ceremony to be held at the Buffalo University Club 
Nov. 14, the organization will be known as the Western New York Chapter of the Indoor Climate Institute, 
according to W. E. Voisinet, president. 

Chief speaker at the induction ceremonies will be P. B. Zimmerman, vice president of Airtemp Divi- 
sion, Chrysler Corp., and president of Indoor Climate Institute. Board of directors of the institute will 
also attend the meeting, it was announced. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1986 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 8, 1879. Copyright 1944. 
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CAPACITY APPLIANCE PRODUCTION 8 MONTHS AFTER EUROPEAN WAR ENDS, SAYS ASHBAUGH 


Capacity production of major electrical appliances, such as ranges, refrigerators, and washers, 
should be reached eight or nine months after the defeat of Germany, utility men attending the opening 
session of the Southeastern Electric Exchange last week were told by J. H. Ashbaugh, vice president of 
the Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co. in charge of its Electric Appliance Division. 


“Re-training of employes who have been making tank and aircraft and other assemblies to maximum 
efficiency on peacetime products will limit the rate of production when manufacture is resumed,” he said. 


“It is my opinion that it will require three to four months for obtaining material and factory re- 
arrangement, one month for fabricating of parts, with production in the fifth or sixth month. Thereafter, 
output would increase in quantity each month, and in the eighth or ninth month, rated capacity would 


be reached. 


“The second phase of reconversion, a phase equally as important as the physical changeover, is the 
reconversion of our thinking,” Mr. Ashbaugh declared. “Our decisions in engineering, production, and 
even accounting, should be made with the paramount thought in mind—‘Will it help to sell our products?’ 
I am convinced the people aren’t just going to fight over each other to get our products. 


“I don’t question that there will be good business,” he continued, “but we may starve in a land of 
plenty if we are not competitive with our products and alert and aggressive in our promotion.” 


A recent newspaper story illustrated this point, Mr. Ashbaugh said. It read, “Report No Rush for 
New Bicycles—The removal of bicycles from the rationing program has not resulted in any appreciable 
rush to obtain these vehicles, according to stores which handle such goods.” 


L-38 NOW CONTROLS FARM MILK COOLERS 


Controls over the production of refrigerated farm milk coolers were transferred Nov. 2 from General 
Limitation Order L-257 (Farm Machinery) to Order L-38 (General Industrial Equipment) chiefly for simplifi- 


cation purposes, the War Production Board reported. 


This action was effected through amendment of L-257 and Schedule B under that order together with 
issuance of Direction 2 to L-38. 


Farmers can now procure a refrigerated milk cooler by signing a certificate of vocation with their dealer 
together with a statement that the cooler is to be used to cool milk for sale through wholesale or retail sources. 


It will also replace 


The certificate will replace Form WPB-1319, which consumers formerly had to use. 
the rationing certificate that farmers obtained from local farm rationing boards in order to secure coolers, prior 
to the revocation of War Food Administration rationing orders last month. 


However, rationing certificates procured by farmers prior to the revocation of WFA rationing orders may 
still be used in cases where the farmer has been unable to secure the equipment covered by the certificate. 


WPB pointed out that production control under L-38 is substantially the same as the control exercised 


formerly under L-257. 


Under present provisions of Direction 2 to Order L-38, manufacturers will not need an AA-5 rating, or 
better, in order to sell dealers a complete farm milk cooler or a milk cooler cabinet, WPB said. An AA-5 
rating will be needed, however, when manufacturers wish to sell a condensing unit separately. 


GEORGE ALLEN HEADS SALES FOR KEROTEST’S BRASS DIVISION 


George R. Allen, for the past eight years sales manager of Mueller Brass Co.’s standard products 
division, has joined Kerotest Mfg. Co. of Pittsburgh as general sales manager of the brass division. 


Mr. Allen was graduated from the University of Michigan in 1932, and joined the household refrig- 
eration division of Kelvinator Corp., later moving to Universal Cooler Corp. at Detroit. He is secretary 
and a director of the Refrigeration Equipment Manufacturers Association and was recently reappointed to 
the General Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Committee of the War Production Board. 
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10 MORE REFRIGERATION FIRMS GIVEN SPOT AUTHORIZATIONS 


Ten more firms have received spot authorizations from the War Production Board to produce refrigera- 
tion equipment under Order L-38. Granted during the week Oct. 24 to Oct. 31, spot authorizations 
include the following firms and products: 


Alco Refrigeration & Mfg. Co., Hartford, Conn., refrigerated display cases, etc.; Ideal Cooler Co., 
St. Louis, home freezers; C. Nelson, St. Louis, ice cream cabinets; Simplex Mfg. Co., Fond du Lac, Wis., 
home freezers; Tyler Fixture Corp., Niles, Mich., self-service dairy refrigerators. 


Schafer, Inc., Minneapolis, two-temperature refrigerator cabinets; Victor Products Corp., Hagers- 
town, Md., refrigerated coolers, freezers, farm milk coolers, sterilizers, ete. ; Stoddard Mfg. Co., Mason 
City, Iowa, commercial walk-in refrigerators; City Refrigerator Co., Los Angeles, refrigerated display 
cases; Comfort Products Corp., Dallas, evaporative coolers. 


PHILCO EXTENDS ‘SUPER-MARKET’ METHOD OF WHOLESALING RADIO PARTS 


Philco distributors throughout the country are organizing and using with marked success an entirely new 
idea in selling radio parts, namely, self-service super-markets where merchandising principles featured by retail 
super-markets in the grocery trade are adapted to radio parts distribution operations, according to Charles E. 
Gerhard, manager of parts sales, Philco Corp. 


The company’s first and largest self-service super-market was started in Philadelphia and proved so 
successful and popular that larger and more central quarters were found necessary, according to Mr. Gerhard. 
Aready 100 Philco distributors have their own parts super-markets in operation. 


“The growth of the parts super-markets is a merchandising revelation,” Mr. Gerhard pointed out. “We 
tested it for months in a location away from the beaten paths of transportation in Philadelphia and found it to 
be the most practical parts sales plan ever devised. Now we’ve made it larger and more complete than ever. 


“Do our service men customers like it? Of course they do, and why shouldn’t they? They save time by 
being able to come right in and pick out the items they want and many more that they didn’t realize they 


needed until they saw the parts on display. They can take advantage of many bargain ‘buys” every time they 
come in. In that way, they save a lot of money.” 


Mr. Gerhard pointed out that the super-market has meant a large increase in dollar-volume. over the old 
methods of selling parts. Another added advantage has been the saving of overhead. Most important of all, 
however, has been the enthusiasm shown by radio dealers for this convenient, speedy visual way of shopping. 


OCR _ TO ADVISE ON RECONVERSION TO CIVILIAN GOODS PRODUCTION 


The Office of Civilian Requirements will play an important part in determining the start of civilian 
goods production and which plants will be permitted to produce what, according to a recent War Pro- 
duction Board order which outlines the OCR organization and its functions. 


The Vice Chairman for Civilian Requirements, states the WPB order, will— 


“Participate in the review of plans for cut-backs in military and other war programs and make 
recommendations as to the facilities most suitable to release in order to resume or expand the produc- 


tion of goods and services, for which he acts as claimant, which are of the greatest benefit to the 
civilian economy” and 


“Specify the kinds, categories, and amounts of goods and services, for which he acts as claimant, 
which should be provided first as resources become available as a result of cut-backs or other changes 
in war requirements.” 


Essential civilian supplies will continue to receive OCR’s protection until it is clear that demand 
and supply are coming into balance, J. A. Krug, WPB chairman, said, adding that OCR must be on the 
alert to watch developments in the civilian supplies that support an effective war effort. 
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NO ‘GENERAL POLICY’ IN REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT OF POSTWAR PLANNING MEETINGS, 
SAY ARMY AND NAVY OFFICIALS 


War Department officials declare that the telegram sent to General Electric Co. by Undersecretary 
of War Patterson and Secretary of the Navy Forrestal asking for postponement of G-E’s “Blueprint for 
Action” postwar planning conferences, should not be interpreted as a “general policy” of curbing 
industrial postwar planning. 


WPB officials who are interested in reconversion said they had no knowledge of any new government 
policy of holding back reconversion planning. 


The telegrams from the War and Navy department high officials had expressed apprehension that 
the meetings “might be misunderstood and taken to mean that needs of war production are declining.” 


G-E sent out telegrams saying that the meetings would be re-scheduled as soon as the Army and 
Navy appraisal of the war situation permitted. 


12,400 MORE ELECTRIC RANGES ARE AUTHOR IZED 


Yor 
Rural S: 


Additional authorizations have been made by WPB for the production of 12,400 domestic electric 
ranges in the fourth quarter of 1944 by the following manufacturers: A. B. Stoves, Inc., Battle Creek, 
Mich., 3,500; Frigidaire Division, General Motors Corp., Dayton, Ohio, 6,000; Newark Stove Co., Newark, 
Ohio, 1,000; Roberts & Mander Stove Co., Hatboro, Pa., 900, and Rutenber Electric Co., Marion, Ind., 1,000. 
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The two last-named manufacturers are being permitted to make electric ranges for the first time 
since production was stopped two years ago. The authorizations to the three other manufacturers supple- 
ment their previous authorizations. 


Except for 500 three-burner, apartment house models authorized for production by A. B. Stoves, all 
the ranges authorized will be standard, four-burner models. The three-burner ranges will be used to 
fill Army orders. 


The four-burner models may be sold for essential civilian replacement purposes. Most of the four- 
burner ranges will not reach consumers until the beginning of 1945. 


WANTED (DEAD OR ALIVE?): ONE FROZEN FOOD LOCKER—$50 REWARD 


That the nation has become increasingly interested in frozen food lockers is admitted by everyone, but a 
resident of Cullman, Ala., may take the prize for being most interested. According to Georgia Power Co.’s 
“Sales Log,” this person has advertised an offer of $50 reward for anyone in that locality who will give up his 
locker space. 


RESTRICTIONS DROPPED ON SALE AND USE OF ELECTRICAL CONDUIT 


Manufacturers and distributors may now sell electrical conduit, electrical metallic tubing, and race- 
ways without priorities following the War Production Board’s revoking of Order L-225. 


The type of steel used in the manufacture of this equipment, chiefly small sizes of Bessemer tubular 
steel, is no longer in short supply and further control is unnecessary, WPB said. Previous restrictions 
on installations involving this equipment were removed Oct. 6, 1944. 


RESTRICTIONS PLACED ON TYPES OF OIL BURNERS 


None of the material recently authorized for production of 30,000 domestic type oil burners during 
the fourth quarter of 1944 can be allocated for pot type or sleeve type vaporizing oil burners, WPB says. . 


These burners were inadvertently included in the definition of domestic type burners in Order L-74, 
under which the 30,000 domestic type burners will be produced, WPB officials explained. 
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